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he past year has seen many
of us desperate for more space
in our homes, whether that’s
for a work zone, makeshift gym, or
simply an escape from the rest of the
family. A loft conversion or extension
could be the perfect solution, but have
you considered adding a garden room?
Building a den at the end of the
garden can provide somewhere set
apart from the rest of your house –
a pretty tempting prospect if you

need more work-life separation or
a hideaway for growing (read: noisy,
messy) kids. It gives the opportunity
to utilise all aspects of your outside
space, and add more room without
the expense and upheaval of moving
or extending – and for a smaller price.
If the idea of a garden escape
appeals, read on to find out what to
consider – and tour a multifunctional
work, study and chill-out space that’s
packed with inspiration.

FIND MORE IDEAS FOR YOUR OUTSIDE SPACE AT REALHOMES.COM/GARDEN

Want space for a home office, creative studio, workout
area or chill-out zone? Here’s why a garden room
could be the perfect solution for your needs
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SEE HOW THIS HOMEOWNER CREATED A STYLISH OUTDOOR RETREAT THAT CAN BE USED BY THE WHOLE FAMILY
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GLOSSARY

PLANNING
PERMISSION

A request made to the
local council to carry
out building works
on your property
or garden

TOP TIP
INTERIOR FINISHES
Hardwearing floors such as
tiles or wood rather than carpet
will give you a practical, longlasting solution as you’re coming
in from the garden. Plan in some
storage, too, like Rodrigo's builtin bookcase, and a sofa. The
rest of the space is flexible,
changing with the needs
of the family.

PERMITTED
DEVELOPMENT

Works that can be
undertaken on a
property or garden
without needing to
request planning
permission

PARTY WALL

A shared wall, either
internal or external,
that separates two
adjoining buildings
or is built on the
boundary line

TENDER

A process where you
invite contractors to
present you with their
quotes for the works
that you would like
completed

BUILDING
REGULATIONS

A set of standards
to be adhered to
when renovating
or building a
new property

PRE-FAB

Building with sections
made largely off site
and easy to transport;
often a cost-saving
option that's quick
to assemble
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All encompassing
Architect Rodrigo Moreno Masey
wanted a flexible, multifunctional
space that could be used by himself
and his family as an extension of
their home's living spaces
‘When I was designing the garden room,
I began to consider the limitations of the
traditional shed and how our changing
lifestyles require an adaptable space
that can be a blank canvas, with space to
evolve allowing for multiple possibilities.
‘We simply wanted to create an
“other space” for the house, an “everything
space” that could serve many functions
and adapt as we grew. It had to be
beautiful to look at given its prominent
position in the garden and it had to be very
sustainable. Those were our starting points
and we developed the design from there.
‘We took ideas borrowed from
our travels as a family, playing with the
concept of the shed as a garden building
and then working out how to make it
super energy efficient, simple and
elegant. The build took around four
months: the structure was
up quite quickly, but the
cladding and internals
TOP TIP
took a little longer.
I chose reclaimed
GLAZE OVER
timber cladding
Thermally efficient glazing will
to distinguish the
make the space comfortable year
building as being
round, and it can help you improve
the aesthetics, too. Consider the
distinct from the
orientation of the building to
house. The silvered,
ensure that any windows or doors
aged-oak boards are

REALHOMES.COM

are best placed for passive
solar gain in the winter and
to avoid overheating
in the summer.

laid with gaps to create a geometric
pattern, running over the entire form
without interruption.
‘I decided to forgo gutters,
and the roof and walls are designed to
blend seamlessly with no superfluous
detail, meaning the scale and use
remains ambiguous. The timber boards
reveal a large opening to the main
space and simultaneously conceal a
door to the storage area. Inside, the
electrics are simple, but we have hardwired internet, which is critical. The
shed also includes a projector, which
turns one whole wall into a screen.
‘My key piece of advice when
designing a garden room is to consider
that it will become your primary outlook
from the house. These buildings can
be quite imposing on a garden even
when they’re discreet and tucked
away. If you’re creating a view from
the house, you need to make sure it’s
beautiful. You shouldn’t underestimate
how the shed will impact on it!
‘By bookending the garden
between two functional living spaces,
we have started to use not only the
shed but the garden as well. Creating
the building with an elevation that opens
up fully to the garden means that with
the kitchen open as well, the garden
becomes another room. It’s no longer
outside, but rather the outside between
two spaces. We use it so differently now.
The shed, of course, has created a space
with real separation from the house, which
means that at any time, one or all of us
can escape or retreat to another room –
and that is a wonderful luxury.'
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TOP TIP
KEEP IT SECURE
Make your outbuilding safe by
fitting a PIR light and home security
system (if the contents are valuable
– perhaps you work from home and
have computer equipment inside)
to pick up any movement. Smart
systems that you can connect to
via your phone are a flexible,
easily installed option you
can use on the move.

Pre-fab or
bespoke?
A modular garden room comes in
kit form, with basic elements of
customisation available, while a
bespoke option will be designed
to fit your space and built on site.
With a modular outbuilding,
you know what you're getting
and for how much. Most firms
that sell kits will offer add-ons,
such as insulation, door and
window options, for a somewhat
tailored finish. You'll be limited in
terms of size and shape, though.
Many modular buildings are
sold for DIY installation, which
saves on costs. However, it is a
job for an experienced DIYer.
A bespoke design, whether
your own or an architect's, will
exactly meet your needs and
the size and shape of your plot.
It will also let you be bolder with
materials and finishes. This is
more of a job for a professional,
which will affect the final cost.

TOP TIP

#SOREALHOMES

POWER UP
Many garden rooms are
used as an office or even an
entertaining space, and this
means that you need to have
electricity, enough sockets to
charge and operate laptop
computers and audio-visual
systems, and access to
decent Wi-Fi.

Costs
& contacts
Project cost Approx £50,000
Architect Rodrigo Moreno Masey,
020 3142 6554, morenomasey.com
Reclaimed oak boards E&A
Reclamation, 028 2564 8850,
eandareclamation.com
Electric roller door Novoferm,
01582 563777, novoferm.co.uk
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TOP TIP
STORE IT
If you’re removing a shed and
replacing it with a garden building,
consider where all the equipment
you acquired will be kept once that
space is gone. Could you carve out
some space in the building to store
tools and garden furniture in the
winter months? Or will you need
to relocate everything to
a garage or other
outbuilding?

Focus on
conservatories

Bespoke conservatories
start from around
£40,000, David Salisbury

TOP TIP
YEAR-ROUND USE
Consider how the space
will be heated or cooled. It’s not
uncommon to add a log burner
or electric underfloor heating to
larger garden buildings, while
smaller spaces warm up nicely
with an efficient space heater.
For comfort through winter,
insulation and effective
glazing are essential.

}}
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Adding a modern conservatory
can be a good alternative to a
garden room, especially if yours
is a period home where the
structure won’t look out of place
and connects well to the garden.
Contemporary versions now
come with bi-folds, so you can
open up the entire space up.
Traditionally made from white
uPVC, they can be built using
aluminium, timber or composite
– a combination of a timber
inside and aluminium outside.
Unless your home's listed or
in a Conservation Area, adding
a conservatory is usually classed
as permitted development. It
can't be more than four metres
high (three if within two metres
of a boundary), nor take up more
than half the garden, and the top
point of the roof can’t be higher
than the property's eaves.
DIY kits are available and
will cost around £3,000. For a
professional service using uPVC,
expect to pay from £10,000, with
timber and aluminium versions
costing upwards of £30,000.

Want to find out
more? Read our full
guide to garden rooms
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